Actin' up (and down).
The Côte D'Azure provided a stunning backdrop for a recent conference* on the role of microfilament function and regulation in cell polarity. Although sadly missing several North American participants in the wake of events in Washington and New York, the largely European audience was nevertheless treated to fascinating insights into the many roles of actin polymerization and other processes involved in the establishment and maintenance of cell polarity. (*Joint CNRS/Jacques Monod/EMBO Conference on 'The Role of Microfilament Function and Regulation in Cell Polarity'; Presqu'ile de Giens, France 15-19 Sept 2001. Organized by Daniel Louvard and Tony Bretscher.)